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AUST IN  CORPUS  CHR IST I  

 
November 2, 2018 
 
 
Donald J. Trump 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20500 
 
 
Dear Mr. Trump, 
 
This Firm represents the families of victims of U.S. Border Patrol’s 
unlawful use of excessive, lethal force along the southern border. 
 
In a speech that you delivered at the White House on November 1, 2018, you stated, 
referring to incidents in which refugees allegedly threw rocks at the Mexican military or 
police, “They want to throw rocks at our military, our military fights back.” “We’ll consider 
— and I told them — consider it a rifle. When they throw rocks like they did at the Mexico 
military and police, I say consider it a rifle.” 
 
As you know, the Department of Homeland Security in 2014 directed the repeal of the U.S. 
Border Patrol’s policy of treating the throwing of rocks at Border Patrol agents as per se 
deadly force.  That repeal followed a comprehensive report by the Police Executive 
Research Forum that the Border Patrol was unlawfully using excessive, lethal force against 
alleged rock-throwers.  The repeal was required by clear, unequivocal U.S. constitutional 
law and equally clear and unequivocal international law – international law developed 
under decades of U.S. leadership.  Following the policy’s repeal, its unlawfulness was 
confirmed in the Final Report of the CBP Integrity Advisory Panel of the Homeland 
Security Advisory Council. 
 
As you also know, the United States Department of Justice has concluded that U.S. 
executive officers who use excessive, lethal force against alleged rock-throwers are subject 
to criminal prosecution for murder, including when the victim is across the border in 
Mexico. 
 
You are fully on notice that the resumption of the policy that you announced in your 
November 1, 2018 speech is patently unlawful, and that, as the originator and promoter of 
that resumption, you are liable to prosecution for murder, in any court of competent 
jurisdiction, for any deaths that unlawfully result from your policy. 
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Steve D. Shadowen 
 

cc: The Honorable Jefferson Beauregard Sessions III 
The Honorable Hector Balderas 
The Honorable Xavier Becerra 
The Honorable Warren Kenneth Paxton Jr.  
The Honorable Mark Brnovich 
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