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Alcohol Consumption Guidelines for the American People

Guided by the intent of the Dietary Guidelines for Americans:
Science-based recommendations to protect health and prevent disease

Preface

The Dietary Guidelines for Americans (DGAs) were created to help Americans meet nutrient needs, promote health,
and prevent disease. The DGA website promises that alcohol guidance will be based on science and informed by
independent panels reviewing the full body of evidence.

However, there is growing concern that the 2025-2030 DGAs may overlook or downplay this evidence. To ensure the
American public has access to clear, science-based recommendations, the U.S. Alcohol Policy Alliance (USAPA) has
developed these guidelines.

What the Science Says

The evidence is clear: There is no safe or healthy level of alcohol use. Each additional drink increases the risk of harm,
including at least seven types of cancer: mouth cancer, throat (pharynx) cancer, voice box (larynx) cancer, esophageal
cancer, colorectal cancer, liver cancer and breast cancer (in women). Even small amounts raise risk, which climbs
steadily with higher intake.

Our Recommendations

e If you do not drink alcohol, do not start.

¢ If you do drink, cutting back — or stopping — reduces the risk of harm to your health.

¢ Certain groups should avoid alcohol entirely, including:
People who are pregnant or may become pregnant,
Anyone under 21,
People with certain medical conditions or taking medications that interact with alcohol,
People recovering from alcohol use disorder, or who struggle to limit drinking, and
Individuals with a family history of alcohol-related cancers.
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Why It Matters
Alcohol use increases the risk of liver disease, heart disease, several cancers, injuries, and addiction. It is also a major
driver of gun violence, suicide, crime, and incarceration. Even moderate drinking can carry significant risk:

o More than 7 drinks per week =1in 1,000 risk of alcohol-related death..

e More than 9 drinks per week = 1in 100 risk of alcohol-related death.

o For men averaging 2 drinks per day = 1in 25 risk of alcohol-related death.

Key Message

No amount of alcohol is safe for your health. For adults 21 and older who choose to drink, less is always better. These
recommendations are rooted in science and are intended to help Americans make informed choices that support
health and well-being at every stage of life.
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https://www.dietaryguidelines.gov/about-dietary-guidelines/purpose-dietary-guidelines
https://www.dietaryguidelines.gov/about-dietary-guidelines/purpose-dietary-guidelines
https://www.dietaryguidelines.gov/alcohol/info
http://www.alcoholpolicy.org/
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.qjxxjPticwqY8fey79Be2oFndsx1rn8TUChzeM7pYoUZuFmT6wTChKRaRN10rwcAmil7IbzWTe2KmW5DFOHyx0lDB49-2B3ha5DN6pdpuFNvScgx3Re7PZiJuBTxOyGPAJN2pnBJA689GW8Qw2YMYbtQ-3D-3Ducb8_9pYZ6I6mArFUGJV5TFYW3u2nrEP6iSubO66eeQfr5dKanaad-2FfyzZ2qBxMAhPN99UdZRUMIkimt4EI48-2FKNVbolb-2F8WUnkr0ryfO5D51P8GlvnG1Xx8iTgNztprorksB4yd6MX4x-2B61kHeZWBz9ZLRc27v06Wditu-2FfG2ORG93Mo8XxLD0E1VDtpVeKTZt0JGz5ELQtk23bJ0mKstz9WnxiLY3kP8r-2FUIw9JNTc3top32AgD-2BYzmdyyRgWgRazVwVcOvxePdxx9Zrm6IuF3JP1Vv-2Bm4Jbdahi41jLS1SSsFu7BiIErhlsxPzIVku5KsCpW8yDP9gynbKqM9hwFZPGZnqBd32F1YhESUJJ1vqAPfdUQyL0SQL4uRGZ3j5LTzc
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/oash-alcohol-cancer-risk.pdf
https://www.who.int/europe/news/item/04-01-2023-no-level-of-alcohol-consumption-is-safe-for-our-health
https://www.alcoholpolicy.org/

