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More about the jury of 5StarWines & Wine Without Walls 2024:  
Who are this year’s Chairs? 

 
While the samples of the participating wines are still arriving at the 5StarWines & Wine Without 
Walls warehouse, Veronafiere and Vinitaly announce the first names of the Panel Chairs who will be 
part of the jury for the eighth edition of the Selection, taking place in Verona on 9-11 April 2024, on 
days preceding the fifty-sixth edition of Vinitaly. 
 

 
 
5StarWines & Wine Without Walls is the wine selection event organized by Veronafiere and Vinitaly and held 
every year in the days before Vinitaly, one of the most important international wine fairs in Italy and Europe. 
Each year, over two thousand wines are tasted by a jury of international experts, who assign a score and prepare 
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a tasting note for each wine. After three days of tasting, all the wines that received a score of at least 90/100 are 
published in the “5StarWines - the Book”, the official guide to the selection. 
 
The international jury is organised in several panels, each led by a Panel Chair. The Panel Chairs coordinate the 
judges in their panel, produce the score, and write a tasting note for the wines that obtain a score equal to or 
greater than 90/100. For the 2024 edition, seven Panel Chairs have already been confirmed: Gurvinder Bhatia 
IWE, VIA Italian Wine Expert from Canada, Editor at Quench Magazine and editor-in-chief and publisher of 
Quench Magazine; Hayley Black DipWSET, IWE, Fine Wine Specialist at Winebow Imports from the USA; Ned 
Goodwin MW, Japan's first Master of Wine and co-owner of Wine Diamonds; Pietro Russo, Italian winemaker at 
Donnafugata and on his path to become the third Italian MW; Yannick Benjamin, American founder of Wine on 
Wheels, Contento, and Beaupierre; Gill Gordon Smith DipWSET, IWE, Italian Wine Expert from Australia, award-
winning winemaker, wine communicator and judge; Richard Kershaw MW, from South Africa, founder and 
winemaker of Richard Kershaw Wines. 
 
The Panel Chairs of 5StarWines & Wine Without Walls embody and reflect the international dimension of the 
selection. In fact, the group of Panel Chairs brings together leading experts – selected from among Masters of 
Wine, Master Sommeliers, WSET graduates, Italian Wine Ambassadors and Experts from the Vinitaly 
International Academy, journalists, and other important figures in the sector – not only from different 
professional profiles and specialisations, but also from disparate geographical origins and cultural. This ensures 
that the registered producers receive an opinion summarized by comparing assorted palates and backgrounds, 
a true and indicative reference regarding the response of the global market for the wineries interested in 
distributing their wines in that context.  
 
The score and the tasting note obtained during the selection represent a collective evaluation arising from the 
close cooperation and exchange between each Panel Chair and their fellow judges. This shared tasting process 
also offers the judges themselves a unique opportunity for personal and professional growth. Every year, through 
this experience, the judges have the opportunity to enrich their knowledge by encountering new styles, lesser-
known grape varieties and industry trends. It is an opportunity to widen their gustatory horizons and appreciate 
innovation in the world of wine.  
 
On this point, Associate Editor of Meininger’s Wine Business International and General Chair of 5StarWines & 
Wine Without Walls Robert Joseph commented: «Every year's tasting brings the promise of encounters with 
terrific examples of classic styles, introductions to less familiar grape varieties and blends, and complete novelties, 
possibly in their first vintage. Better still is the experience of tasting and assessing these wines in the company of 
a group of people who are both top experts and great friends.» 
 
As a tangible example of how wine can connect people beyond geographical and cultural barriers, 5StarWines & 
Wine Without Walls is a meaningful experience not only for the producers submitting their wines, but also for 
the judges who come from all over the world to combine their skills and learn fron each other. 
 
Wineries can still register their wines on the official website of the event by accessing this web page: 
https://www.5starwines.it/registrazioni/?lang=en. Registration closes on 1 March 2024 and the warehouses are 
open until March 15th for submission of samples. For registration assistance or more information, write to 
5star@justdothework.it. 
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----------- 
About: 5StarWines – the Book is the annual wine selection organized by Veronafiere, held in the lead-up to the biggest 
Italian wine fair in the world. The event is now in its eighth edition. 5StarWines – the Book is a blind tasting aimed at shedding 
light on wineries investing in the improvement of their products. During the event, a highly qualified panel of wine 
professionals will taste and score — using a 100-point scale — participating wines. In the 2023 edition, over 2,200 wines 
took part in the competition and 733 were selected for inclusion in 5StarWines – the Book. The Guide is a useful tool both 
on the promotional and commercial side. It introduces international buyers and wine lovers to new wine products of great 
value. It guarantees wine quality and it maintains and certifies their value at an international level. 


