Aprio Signs Antares Group in Strategic Transaction

Combination More than Doubles Aprio’s Restaurant Franchise & Hospitality Segment

ATLANTA / BOSTON - October 11, 2023 - Aprio, LLP, the Fastest-Growing Business Advisory
and Accounting Firm in the U.S., announced today that Antares Group will merge with the firm.
With offices in Metro Atlanta and Boston, 100+ team members and partners, will join Aprio
effective November 1, 2023.

Recognized as a nationwide leader in the restaurant franchise industry, including 1,600+ owner
operated McDonald’s restaurants and other quick service and fast casual dining clients in more
than 40 states, Antares Group has successfully helped clients navigate obscure accounting and tax
regulations with an innovative team for nearly four decades. The strategic combination will propel
Aprio’s ranking even higher among national accounting firms, while more than doubling the size of
its Restaurant, Franchise and Hospitality Industry Team.

“We are pumped about the win-win benefits that Antares Group and Aprio amplify as a combined
entity, which will solidify Aprio's position as a national leader in the restaurant, franchise, and
hospitality industry. The combination furthers our ability to deliver business advisory, accounting,
tax planning, complex audit services and more during the entire lifecycle of a business,” said Richard
Kopelman, CEO and Managing Partner at Aprio.

Dana Zukofsky, Aprio’s National Restaurant Franchise & Hospitality Leader shared, “The joining of
Antares Group and Aprio directly aligns to our segment go-to-market approach, which will
significantly enhance our ability to serve existing and prospective clients in the evolving restaurant
and franchise industry.” Zukofsky added, “In support of Aprio’s focus on supporting women in
business, of the eight partners joining us, six are women, so it’s exciting to have talented female
leadership joining Aprio as well”

Combined Aprio and Antares Group will grow the restaurant and franchise practice to national
prominence delivering best in class service, along with innovative products and capabilities for
clients. The expanded team will drive modernization in the market and deploy the latest in tax and
financial strategies. In the next three to five years, Aprio’s commitment to the restaurant industry
and community will deliver growth and distinction for franchise brands across the U.S. and beyond.

“We are extremely excited about this partnership! Joining Aprio will provide access to a wide
offering of expertise in new services and enhance our ability to help our clients meet their business
objectives and maintain a competitive advantage. The combination of our firms represents a unique
opportunity to facilitate our continued growth in the restaurant and franchise industry. This also
represents a tremendous opportunity for members of our team to advance their professional
growth and continue to build meaningful careers as part of a larger firm,” said Mark Kashgegian
Managing Partner, Antares Group.

Since 2017, Aprio has grown to be the fastest-growing accounting firm through expanded
services and capabilities and has completed more than 20 strategic mergers and acquisitions in
the last five years, including Aronson, Salver & Cook, Gomerdinger & Associates, Tobin & Collins,
Squire + Lemkin, LBA Haynes Strand, Leaf Saltzman, RINA and Tarlow and Company. The firm is
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regularly awarded top workplace awards nationally and regionally across the U.S. and earned a
2023 Top Workplaces USA Award and received recognition on Vault's Top Accounting 25 list,
which ranks the best accounting firms to work for in 2023.

About Aprio:

Aprio is a premier, full-service business advisory and certified public accounting firm that advises
clients and associates on how to achieve what'’s next. Aprio’s associates work as integrated teams
across advisory, audit, tax, outsourcing, talent solutions and private client services, bringing the
best thinking and personal commitment to each client. Across practices, Aprio brings together
proven expertise, deep understanding and strategic foresight for industries including
Manufacturing and Distribution; Non-Profit and Education; Professional Services; Real Estate;
Construction; Retail, Franchise and Hospitality; Government Contracting, and Technology and
Blockchain. Aprio includes more than 1,800 team members. To serve clients wherever life or
business may take them, Aprio’s team speak more than 45 languages and work with clients in
over 50 countries. For more, visit https:/www.aprio.com/.

Follow Aprio:

Aprio Website: https:/www.aprio.com/

Aprio Careers: https:/www.careers.aprio.com/

LinkedIn: https:/www.linkedin.com/company/aprio

Facebook: https:/www.facebook.com/aprioadvisors

Twitter: https:/twitter.com/AprioAdvisors

Instagram: https:/www.instagram.com/aprioadvisors/

Media Contacts:

Julie Khoury — Julie.khoury@aprio.com

Cheri Husney — Cheri.Husney@aprio.com
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