
Giving 2020 

2020 presented new and numbered 
challenges globally, and private foundations 
answered the call. Our analysis of 1,157 
private foundations showed that funders 
gave more, gave more purposefully and 
directly responded to emerging needs 
during unprecedented times.

by the Numbers

$362.8
million

$339,032 $13,000

TOTAL GIVEN:

26

AVERAGE NUMBER 
OF GRANTS PER 
FOUNDATION:

AVERAGE
AMOUNT GRANTED:

AVERAGE 
GRANT SIZE: 

GRANTS 

OF GRANTS 
OCCURRED IN APRIL 
in response to the emergency 
declaration re COVID-19

10%

46%Amount of grants given for 
GENERAL-PURPOSE USE, 

the highest in more than a decade

INCREASE IN GRANTS TO INDIVIDUALS, 
helping get aid to people in need

128%
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GRANT DOLLARS were directed 
to recipients globally across 

20 countries

FOUNDATIONS granted an average of  

7.4% of their assets, 
well above the required minimum of 5% 

22% OF ALL GRANTS 

occurred in December 
encompassing holidays and the end of the fiscal tax year 

Consistent with needs 
presented in 2020,

HUMAN SERVICES and 
PUBLIC/SOCIETAL 

BENEFIT CHARITIES 

 
1/3rd

of all grants, an increase
of 5% over the prior year

received 

https://foundationsource.com/resources/hub/resource/2021-annual-report-on-grantmaking/

