
 

 

LETTER IN SUPPORT OF THE ROHINGYA PEOPLE 

 
BY E-MAIL 

 
February 8 2021 
 
The Hon. Marc Garneau 
Minister of Foreign Affairs 
125 Sussex Drive 
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada 
K1A 0G2 
 
Dear Minister Garneau, 
 
We, the undersigned Senators, elected officials at the provincial and municipal levels 
and civil society leaders, write today to urge Canada to rapidly renew its crucial 
humanitarian support of the over one million Rohingya refugees who have fled to 
Bangladesh. We note that the aid approved in the spring of 2018 expires soon. 
 
The situation has grown more urgent in the last days. The coup in Myanmar is a major 
setback on the road toward democracy in that country, threatening the Rohingya still 
within the country’s borders and making the possibility of a political settlement allowing 
the voluntary return, in safety and dignity, of the nearly 1.2 million Rohingya now in 
Bangladesh close to impossible. 
 
Canada’s financial aid provides vital support and services to the refugees. 
Our commitment expires in only a few months and no announcement has been made 
toward its renewal.  
 
Moreover, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees indicates that there is a 
looming financial crunch that will oblige the cancellation of many of the most basic 
services to the refugees in the months to come. Bangladesh, the host country, does not 
have the financial capacity to make up the shortfall. 
 
The coup has made it even more vital for the international community to provide stable 
and predictable funding for the Rohingya refugees. We urge Canada to set an example 
and by its leadership convince the international community that the Rohingya people 
cannot be abandoned. Clearly no political settlement is imminent that would permit the 
safe repatriation of the Rohingya to their homes in Myanmar meaning that addressing 
the need for urgent financial aid must be an immediate political priority. 
 
We thus request that the Government of Canada quickly announce a renewal of its 
annual support as was enumerated in Canada’s Strategy to Respond to the Rohingya 
Crisis in Myanmar and Bangladesh that was made public in May 2018. That response 
dedicates $300 million of international assistance over three years. 
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We also urge that Canada be part of the solution in addressing the need to provide 
education to Rohingya children. In particular, NGOs working to aid the Rohingya urge 
that a portion of future Canadian aid explicitly target the education of girls. 
 
In September 2018 both the House of Commons and the Senate unanimously passed 
MP Andrew Leslie’s Motion recognizing the Rohingya situation as genocide.  
 
A request was made to your predecessor Chrystia Freeland in a letter from the All-Party 
Parliamentary Group for the Prevention of Genocide and other Crimes Against Humanity 
dated May 29, 2019, which called for Canada to initiate legal proceedings before the 
International Court of Justice in regard to Myanmar’s breach of the UN Convention on 
the Prevention and Punishment of Genocide.  
 
Recently, Canada and the Netherlands issued a statement in support for Gambia's case 
against Myanmar at the International Court of Justice. We support the stated intention to 
intervene. That however has not yet led to any action. We urge Canada intervene under 
article 62 of the Courts Statute and not under article 63, since the former permits a full-
fledged participation versus the latter. 
 
In the interim, we also request that Canada admit Rohingya refugees in the way it did 
Syrian refugees in 2015 and 2016.  
 
A delegation from our informal coalition is willing to meet you to further discuss these 
requests. We do not wish the Rohingya to be forgotten. Their situation is dire and 
several recent gestures of the host country such as relocation of several thousand 
Rohingya to Bhasan Char island is not in their interest. 
 
 
C.C.  Chrystia Freeland, Marco Mendocino, Bob Rae 
 
 
Yours truly, 
 
 
(S)  Senator Marilou McPhedran  (S)  Kyle Matthews 

Senator Marilou PcPhedran 
Manitoba 

 Kyle Matthews 
Executive Director 
Montreal Institute for Genocide and 
Human Rights Studies 

 
 
(S)  Raiss Tin Maung  (S)  Kristyn Wong Tam 

Raiss Tin Maung 
Founder 
Rohingya Human Rights Network 
 

 Kristyn Wong Tam 
City Councillor - Toronto Centre 
City of Toronto 
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(S)  Anwar Arkani  (S)  Marvin Rotrand 

Anwar Arkani 
Director and Co-Founder 
Rohongya Association of Canada 
 

 Marvin Rotrand 
City Councillor - Snowdon 
City of Montreal 
 

 
(S)  Ratna Omidvar  (S)  Lionel Perez 

Senator Ratna Omidvar 
Ontario 
 

 Lionel Perez 
City Councillor - Darlington 
Leader of the Official Opposition, Montreal 
 

 
(S)  Nicole Ménard   

Nicole Ménard 
Member of the Quebec National Assembly 
Députée de la circonscription de Laporte 
For the Caucus of the Liberal Party of 
Quebec 
 

  
 

 
(S)  Mobina S.B. Jaffer  (S)  Wanda Thomas Bernard 

Senator Mobina Jaffer 
British Columbia 

 Senator Dr. Wanda Thomas Bernard 
Nova Scotia 

 
 
(S)  Aliya Khan  (S)  Fareed Khan 

Aliya Khan 
Professor of Clinical Medicine 
McMaster University 

 Fareed Khan  
Founder, Canadians United Against Hate 
Gatineau, Quebec 

 
 
(S)  Nancy Hartling  (S)  Mohamed - Iqbal Ravalia  

Senator Nancy Hartling 
New Brunswick 

 Senator Mohamed - Iqbal Ravalia   
Newfoundland and Labrador 

 
 
(S)  Tony Loffreda  (S)  John Packer  

Senator Tony Loffreda  
Quebec 

 Professor John Packer 
Director 
Human Rights Research and Education 
Centre 
University of Ottawa 
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(S)  Philippe Roy  (S)  Periyasamy Balendra 

Philippe Roy 
Mayor 
Town of Mount Royal 

 Periyasamy Balendra  
Tamil Elders of Quebec 

 
 
(S)  Pierre Arcand  (S)  Kim Pate 

Pierre Arcand 
Member of the Quebec National 
Assembly 
Mont Royal - Outremont 

 Senator Kim Pate 
Ontario 

 
 
(S)  Salma Ataullahjan  (S)  Nasima Akter 

Senator Salma Ataullahjan 
Ontario 

 Nasima Akter, PhD 
Executive Director 
Bangladeshi-Canadian Community 
Services 

 
 
(S)  Mary Deros  (S)  Max Stanley 

Mary Deros 
City Councillor - Parc Extension 
City of Montreal 

 Max Stanley 
President 
Black Coalition of Quebec 

 
 
(S)  Catherine McKenney  (S)  William Steinberg 

Catherine McKenney  
City Councillor – Somerset Ward 
Ottawa 
 

 William Steinberg  
Mayor 
Town of Hampstead 

 
 
(S)  Giuliana Fumagalli  (S)  Luzviminda Mazzone 

Giuliana Fumagalli 
Mayor  
Villeray-St.Michel - Parc Extension 
City of Montreal 

 Luzviminda Mazzone 
President 
Federation of Filipino Canadian 
Associations 

 
 
(S)  Joe Ortona  (S)  Bashir Hussein 

Joe Ortona 
Chairperson 
English Montreal School Board 

 Bashir Hussein 
President 
Council of South Asian Communities 
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(S)  Shawn Menard  (S)  Gemma Raeburn 

Shawn Menard 
Capital Ward 
City Councillor 
City of Ottawa 

 Gemma Raeburn 
President 
Playmas Caribbean Cultural Association 

 
 
(S)  Fozia Alvi  (S)  Abdelhaq Sari 

Dr. Fozia Alvi 
Chair Humanity Auxilium 

 Abdelhaq Sari 
City Councillor - Marie-Clarac  
City of Montreal 

 
 
(S)  Norman Simon  (S)  Balarama Holness 

Norman Simon 
President 
Canadians for Co-Existence 

 Balarama Holness 
Founder 
Montreal In Action 

 
 
(S)  Luis Miranda  (S)  Sharon Nelson 

Luis Miranda 
Mayor – Borough of Anjou 
City of Montreal 

 Sharon Nelson 
Vice President 
Jamaica Association of Montreal 

 
 
(S)  Scott McKeen  (S)  Benoit Langevin 

Scott McKeen 
Councillor Ward 6 
City of Edmonton 

 Benoit Langevin 
City Councillor - Bois de Liesse 
City of Montreal 

 
 
(S)  David Kilgour  (S)  Samantha McGiven 

Honourable David Kilgour 
Former Minister, Government of Canada 
Secretary of State 

 Samantha McGiven 
Co-Executive Director 
Inter Pares 

 
 
(S)  Josué Corvil  (S)  Yasmin Ullah 

Josué Corvil 
City Councillor - Villeray–Saint-Michel–
Parc-Extension  
City of Montreal 

 Yasmin Ullah 
Rohingya Human Rights  
Surrey, B.C. 
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(S)  Diana Fraid  (S)  Peter Goodspeed 

Diana Fraid 
President 
Creative Social Center 

 Peter Goodspeed 
Canadians in Support of Refugees in Dire 
Need 
Oakville, Ontario 

 
 
(S)  Jocelyn Kane  (S)  Yuriko Cowper 

Jocelyn Kane 
Canadian Centre on Statelessness 
Ottawa, Ontario 

 Yuriko Cowper 
Canadian Centre on Statelessness 
Ottawa, Ontario 

 
 
(S)  Irene Turpie  (S)  Paulette Duguay 

Irene Turpie 
Professor Emerita (Medicine and 
Geriatrics) 
McMaster University 

 Paulette Duguay 
President 
L’Union nationale métisse Saint-Joseph 
du Manitoba 

 
 
(S)  Nicole Swann  (S)  Sandy Greenberg 

Nicole Swann 
President 
Grenada Nationals Association 

 Sandy Greenberg 
Executive Director 
Nova Scotia Voice of Women for Peace 

 
 
(S)  Joan Smith  (S)  Linda Christiansen - Ruffman 

Joan Smith 
Nova Scotia Voice of Women for Peace 

 Linda Christiansen – Ruffman 
Nova Scotia Voice of Women for Peace 

 
 
(S)  Saima Jamal  (S)  Taha Ghayyur 

Saima Jamal 
Co-Founder 
Calgary Immigrant Support Society 

 Taha Ghayyur  
Executive Director 
Justice for All / Burma Task Force 

 
 
(S)  Cristina Szurlej  (S)  Joseph Rikhof 

Cristina Szurlej 
Director 
Atlantic Human Rights Centre,  
St. Thomas University  

 Joseph Rikhof 
Adjunct Professor 
Faculty of Law, University of Ottawa 
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(S)  Phi-Vân Nguyen  (S)  Habeeb Alli 

Phi-Vân Nguyen 
Assistant professor 
Université de Saint-Boniface 
Winnipeg 

 Habeeb Alli 
Director Development 
One Parent Foundation 

 
 
(S)  Elizabeth Rahman  (S)  Arthur G. Green 

Elizabeth Rahman 
Co-founder and co-chair 
Abraham Festival 

 Dr. Arthur G. Green 
Research Scientist 
University of Guelph 

 
 
(S)  Ahmed Limame  (S)  Humaira Jaleel 

Ahmed Limame 
Imam 
Centre Islamiqe d'Outaouais 
 

 Humaira Jaleel 
Founder 
Healthy Muslim Families Inc,  
Winnipeg 

 
 
(S)  Taha Ghayyur  (S)  Shirley R Steinberg 

Taha Ghayyur 
Executive Director 
Burma Task Force Canada 

 Shirley R Steinberg, Ph.D.,  
Research Professor of Critical Youth 
Studies,  
University of Calgary 
 

 
(S)  Pascal Kanyemera  (S)  Monia Mazigh 

Pascal Kanyemera 
President,  
Association Humura 

 Monia Mazigh 
Author and community activist 
Ottawa 
 

 
 
(S)  Zebnaz Jamil  (S)  Giovanni Rapanà 

Zebnaz Jamil,  
ICNA Sisters 
Regina 

 Giovanni Rapanà 
City Councillor - Rivière-des-Prairies–
Pointe-aux-Trembles 
City of Montreal 

 
 
(S)  Tania Principe  (S) Sabariah Hussein 

Tania Principe 
Executive Director, Nobel Women's 
Initiative 
 

 Sabariah Hussein 
Order of Montreal 2018 
Sister Sabria Foundation 
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(S)  Nazira Tareen  (S) Azeezah Kanji 

Nazira Tareen 
Founder, Ottawa Muslim Women's 
Organization 

 Azeezah Kanji 
Legal academic and journalist 
Toronto 

 
 
(S)  Rachel Harrison  (S)  Brad West 

Rachel Harrison 
Vice President 
Rotaract Ottawa 

 Brad West 
Mayor 
Port Coquitlam, BC 

 
 
(S)  Dan LeBlanc   

Dan LeBlanc 
City Councillor – Ward 6 
Regina, Saskatchewan 

  

 
 
 


